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7o ffifasi— The Phakes are an exceedingly good tempered

and tractable people and like all good Buddhists, living under the
influence of religion and the moral example of their priests, they
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have fewer vices than the Native Assamese and posses higher
qualities for making good subjects.”

il Tl wreld | yhig wEe @ e Gazie delg we
Al wAfERee wu ) A ae B gagr Taeeeie 9uw
A | A, TR g colder B aay | lastace, wEenses %
et A AT | B B sse wigfe Rt g Rorss sisiace
TS T T e Reafene wiga geng Feape
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% Bhikkhu A, Pragnasara, Daily Buddhist Prayer, Ghaziabad (U.P)

s Ul e s v Wi e HewE Hoee e g aees
s e . 1B, golica f=il4e— “Their priests are men of great
importance, and their influence Is greater even than that of the
Chiefs, no undertaking is commenced without first consulting them,
and by pretended divinations they select and announce an
auspicious day. They are also the .ﬁ.aiammﬁa every free-bom
Khamtee youth being compelled 1o attend in the temples, where he
learns to read and write his own language, and often Burmese,
using the Burmese written characters for both languagues.”

o unfe e foury SRRt wi JasleE Reas Rl sedy swee
Sqd BT BERTAR F0IA faflue— “The Khamtis are very for in
advance ol all the knowledue, arts and civilization. They arg
Buddhists, and have regular cstablishments or priests well versed
in the recondite mysteries of their religion, and a large proportion
of the laity can read and write in their own language."

5. wifie Rea Fommma Ao 2y e o o wrde witins s —
The priests in their hours of relaxation amuse themselves by carving
in wood, bones or ivory handles of weapons they evince ereat skill,
taste and fecundity of invention carving in high relief, twisted
snakes, dragons and other monsters, with a ereditabler unity and
gracefullnese of design.
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Issues and Challenges of
Women Empowerment and
the role of Education

Dr. Swapnali Borah

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education
Naharkatia College

Sri Jadav Newar

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Education
Naharkatia College

Abstract

Education is lifelong and continuous process as well as a basis of national
development. Both men and women have a rale to play in creating a better society. It is
believed that education is the heart of the development process. The process of
development is thought to revolve around education. The knowledge, abilities, and self-
assurance that women need to effectively participate in the development process can be
acquired through education. For a better society, both men and women play an equal
role. But till today, women are considered to be the economically and socially weaker
sections of society in our country. Measures have been taken by government and other
agencies to empower women since independence of our country but various issues and
challenges have faced on the way of empowering women. Therefore, education for
women has become a necessity for achieving developmental goals, Educated women
now play an important role in the country’s overall development and progress. Women
empowerment is the process that creates power in women to live a happy and respectable
life in a society. Present study aims to study about the challenges of women
empowerment and the ways to overcome these challenges. This paper also tries to
highlight the role of Education in Women Empowerment.

Key words:
Issues and Challenges, Women empowerment, Education,
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o fora bivd fo fly ont wntly ane wing.
- Swenm Vivekangnda

“Thare is rerchines fiod the e !
imgroved, it s nol fresssil

__._:_.n_:ﬁ:_ﬁ_:" avs 2 very significant role in our life. Itis an important toal for achicving
Fducation 1,._..<_...M.3=¢ﬂ-.w empowerment is essential for the pverall development of 5

en were ill-treated in many ways in India such as rape,
davery deaths, harassment, kidnapping, _Eﬁ.ﬁmam.ac%ﬁx_n:_. _.r.ai_uw. pma 5,,..4@..,&
Sstitution of young girls ete. According to Mational ﬁ:z.:u Records Bureau n?_.me.
pre y omen were registered across the country in

o total of 3,71,503 cases of crimes against W . s e coian
2070, 5o, India needs to take some advance steps lo imprave womens positions in the
society through proper education, health and economic participation. Countries should

act 1o estahlish mechanisms for women's equal participation and E:m._a@,_a representation
st all levels, Government and different organizations should try to _.L_HE:._...H#. all practices
that discriminate against women; assisting women i establish and realize their rights,

In ourcountry various measures have been taken by the government towards women
empowerment since independence. Constitutional provisions are made, different
committees and commissions are formed, schemes are prepared, days like International
Women'’s Day, Mother's Day etc. are celebrated in order to bring awareness about the
rights of women in the society. The International Womens Day 2022, emphasized on
‘Breaking the bias! and its theme was “Gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”,
Despite of all these measures, women remgin marginalized in society, According to
LN, the global GDP at USD 87.55 trillion can be accelerated to the time of USD 12
trillion if and only if women are involved in decision making, economic diversification

and boosting productivity.
Concept of Women Empowerment:

Women empowerment is combination of two words - "Women” and
“Empowerment” The word “Women” reminds us of our beloved mother, who has
energized us to view the beauty of the Earih. Women play a significant role in society -
a E.E_E. & wife, a sister, a caretaker, 2 nurse efc. Spirituality, strength, love, sacrifice,
and courage are all symbols of women. A child’ first teacher is his/her mother. So,
women play a vital role in our life as well as in the process of nation development. On
the sther hand, the word “Empawerment” means giving some freedom, rights, power
ar authority, According 1o the Country Report of Government of India, "Em powerment
Mu_w.:“m a._..us_am from a position of enforced powerlessness to one of power.” UNESCO
e e e e g e e

Wiomen's Lmpowerment .,.:_E._N“M :“Hmua._n_u_.:_v AR Lty =
imall fields, regardiess E.&w....:.__aua_._“_ o ¢ _:....HE__..E and opportunities for J..:EE_.
simpile terms that it makes 1 o ; ..._EHEH. empowerment can be defined :._.._..w..J
related 10 their life and Jive viell &.E%___W.E ul mn.nﬁ_,_r&. can take every decision

iy and society. The real meaning of women

equality in society.
country. History says that wom
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empawerment i 1o make them well edueara
F kit 0 tcated and Jeave i Fise :

capable of taking their own decisions jn any field. Bowicix % 50 that they can he

7 — v 4 T
is a vital concept to generate the _.T__:u_, to n__..,.,....._._:am:.. w:ai“ﬂ; ,._...E.__g_:&nn_,_:.:_
processing, low-cost nutritious diet, preventiop of domestic i g in bandicral, fand

@ v . WY m o

apainst social evils, i€ violence and raising voice
indicators of Women Empowerment:

The EE.E. indicators of E::E_ empowerment are s follows.
—uﬁ.ﬁ.rum better sense of sey urity,
Autonomy to decision making on different miatters
Freedom in socio-ecanomic activities
Gsﬂq__mn?m_ of property and maore consumption of resources,
Visit to bank and treedom o spe gl money,
Autonomy to move oulside for recreatinnal purposes,
Membership and freedom to participate in social organization.
Individual autonomy 1o exercise franchise,
Autonomy to follow any hobby.
Better exercise of the rights to avail facilities, rights over ane's own body and
life.

» Right to exercise family planning methods,

* Improvement of sell-image or self-profile.
Objectives of the study:

The main abjectives of this study are

= To study the historical background of women education in India.

# [o study the need of women empowerment.

* To study the issues and challenges of women empowerment.
» To suggest some remedial measurcs to overcome the challenges of women

& e 0.0 0 0 % o4 B

-

empowerment,
# To study the role of education in women empowerment in india.

Methodology:

The research paper is basically descriptive in nature. n
made to analyze the issues and challenges of women empowerment anc the
education in women empowerment in India

This paper is based on the secondary data collected £
journals, newspapers, websites ete,

Inn this paper an attempt hus been
role of

rom various books, research papers,

Review of literature; i

Many studies have been undertaken to study about §1.s1,.__unm E._ warmen
empowerment through education. Mishra KN, (2010), i_.:._._&.u_ :Mf._ﬂw e”c“.”m”
Empowerment - lssues, Strategies & Chal ges. a8 n:nr._:_._n _Hr.ﬂ.n_%ih;
empowerment is  taol in the process of development. He highlightet _f i
constitutional provisions, policies and programs for wamen empowerment,
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. History of women education in India:

; ation in Ancient Period: .
.*QJM”M””H.F._E Vedic period Women were the ﬂ__m_..:. to access "whm_nﬁﬂ_ﬂ:u
but this right was gradually taken away from them, Indian mni?..:_.....u Rig .._r___mauu.
Upanishads mention about several wamen sages and seers notably Gargi and Maitreyi.
Women enioved equivalent position and rights in the early Vedic era, They were well
honowred and respected in the society: The women scholars were known as Rishikas
ané Brahmabadhing in that time. However, after 500 BC the position of women started
to dechine with the Manu SmiriL
Women Education in Medieval Period:

Women position in society detertorated L:_._.._..-m__ the medieval _uﬂ_.mc&. Sati, child
marriage und restriction on widow remarriage became part of social life among Hindus
in fndia The Mushim conguest in the Indian subcontinent brought the Purdah systern.
In somie pants of India. the Devadasis or the temple women were sexually exploited.
Polygamy was widely practiced, especially among Kshatriya rulers. Despite of these
conditiune somme womei earned prominence i the lields of politics, literature, eduearion
and relgom such as Hazia Sultana, Drurgavan, Chand Bibi, Nur Jahan, Jijabai etc.
Womien Education in British Pule:

L ER ..r,mc_:.: Ruy. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Jyotirao Phule, ete social

ﬂ ” ﬂz __A _...m_ .HEmE foir the u pliftmentof women during the British period. Chandramukhi
E__Fw:::u_ﬂwa_““_p.w__,.,_m_:#_ m:.a Anandi Gopal foshi were a few Indian women to obtain
Dy thi Mw:__.m ,..,....q_aw.__ ,.:: &.E Er:_m tmportant role Indias freedom struggle.
s fard g et cducation in India wis develop time 10 ume, Wood's
“4a Bunter Comnission{1882), Lord Curzont Policy( 1904), Sadler

Commissiond |y |7 g
.::m__..__:xn.:::_::n&.._m__ L
to development af Wonen EE..E_:: 29). Sargent Report( 1944) etc. recommended
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Wanrnere Education after Independence:

Afier m_.___.n.,.u.;.ﬂ._....:n... o omr cointey, the €t af Tndin takes many constitutional
_.._.:._...mm::.? plans and policies, committes and commissions for the develapment of
WIMTIET n.%:ﬁ:..::. Such as dhifferent Five-Year plasis, University BEducation
¢ ommissicon (1947-48), Secondary Laducation Cermimission €1952-33). Avwam Basic
Education Act (1954, Natienal Counal of Women Fducation (1959) Hamsa Mehta
Commitiee { 1962), Kothari Commiission {1 964-66), National € smmnission for Women
{1970y, National Policy ol Education (19860, Programme of Action 11992, National
Programme [or Education of Coacls at Elememary Leve

(200304 ) et Women in India
now participate in all actraties such as education, politics, medsa. art and culture,
service sector, science and technology ete. Indian women are ot per with men 10 all
kinds of tasks like reaching the moon, conquering Mount Everest and particivatine
in all fields. N

But the literacy rate in India clearly shows the gap between the male and female
literncy which indicate the development of women’s educational states (n the country

Literacy Rate in India Since 1901- 2011:

Year Literacy % Male % Female %, Gap between Male & Female %
1901 5.4 9.83 0.6 923 )
1911 5.9 we @ 10 | ss1 |
1921 va | gy T 10.40

1931 || 95 156 29 -
a1 | de3 | 248 oty | |
1951 18.33 2116 886

1961 | 283 | 4040 1535

1971 3445 | 4596 2197 -

1981 | 4357 | se38 297

1991 5221 | 6413 3929 |

2001 | 6483 | 7526 3347 .

2011 7404 | 8214 6546

Source: Census Report 201 1

The Census report from 1901 10 2011 mdicates that though India has made a
significant progress in the fiehl of education, but still there is a vast ditference oxist
between male and female literacy rate. As a rosult, even After 5 vears of independence,
Wamen ocenpy & secondary position in our soctal haerarchy
I. Need of women empowerment:

“You can tell the condition of a nation by fockie At the status of its women”
Jawabarlal Nehru,




Empow

VVYYYYY Wy vy

2. Issues and challenges of women empowerment:
Earlier women were facing problems like child marriage,

Womien empowerment i
that they can do evervthing
have opportunity 1 make t
women are nol getting wh

men o feel strang by nn_"_.__:T.__ thena
i can work vutsgide therr home,
roent is important because

T [ T
ant b do Wome

Wornen empowe :
We cilil summarize the necds of women

1 m_._..:._ 1s
that they w
ip thet prairnel
at they deseryve

ernent as follows: -
Chverall development of sociely.
Economic benetit
crrengthening of democracy
zq.:a,q..m_ development
Gender equality
eduction of domestic violence.
Reduction of corruptian.
Reduction of paverty.
Solve unemplovment
Improvement of health.
Improved living standard
[nspiration for others.

sati pratha, pardapratha,

jon to widow remarriage, widows” exploitation, devadasi system, etc. However,

restrict .
almost all the old traditional problems have been disappeared gradually from the society

but given rise 10 other new issucs. Various

empow

-

issues and challenges faced on the way of

ering women are discussed below-
Poverty: According to the World Bank, poverty is one of the most important
contributing factors to a girls' education. When families cannot atford the cost
of education, girls have a much higher chance of dropping out of school than
boys. Girls are often stay at home to look after their younger siblings and to do
the household activities. According to an estimate, poverty has increased by
47% amongst rural women over the past 20 years, compared with 30% amangst
rural mien.
Cultural beliefs and patriarchal values: In some cultures, girls' education is
still forbidden. While boys are sent 10 schoal, girls’ opportunities are reduced
considerably to the role of raising kids, and performing domestic work. These
cultural beliefs are stuck within patriarchal traditions. In some rural areas, girl
children play the role of second mother by shouldering the responsibilities of
household work such as loaking after the sibling, fetching water, collecting wood,
E:nrmnm in tea parden, cleaning and cooking etc. which leads 1o discourage
girl child to go schoo!

* Parental At A= ™
i) Atitade: Agimpartzat consiraining facior for female education is

the fack of wi str
A ”er u__H___ c:_w_x.. parents _:.:.n_..h_v girl's education. Negative attitude towards
spERImseck pejudices againg retaining them in school, restriction
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on mobility especially after puberty, ¢ :

T i “. . Y puberty, carly marriage ete. are kniown o affeet the
nature of participation of wanien in education
Inadeguale nutritian: _.u.__:__,.a:.a.. nulrition in the childhynd affect
7 u_.. S _.H ! —*7 : 3 = | g 4 WHCCLE Wirnen
in their later Hie especially women belonging to the lower middle class and
poor families,
Early marriage and pregnancy: | g

:ﬁw - F.m:m _.ﬂ._ 8 . <y Early marriage and pregnancy s the main
Lause g quaiity 10 edudation. ._...__.__-. marriages result in .&H.Cmu..:._n.. iram
school. According to UNICEF, an estimated %060 girls who are under .r_...m.,“
of 18 are married every day. After marriage they are busv in their ,.r;?.w_mn

ork and becomi QL] s s I e
W : .E_um.n?n::; increases deamatically, causing u complete halt
to their educational journey
m&m_n:cm,nrcl.a_n E.n_. female .:.E::.HE...- It is the most common practice
far years in India in which abortion of female fetus is performed in the womb
of mother after the fetal sex determination and sex select ive abortion by the
medical professionals
Dowry and Bride burning- It is another problem generally faced by women of
low- or middle-class family during or after the mar riage. Parents of boys demand
a lot of money from the bride's family to be rich in one time. Groom's fam b
perform bride burning in case of lack of fulfilled dowry demand. In 2005, sround
G787 g&.ﬂ.ﬂﬂ? CAseS were n.ﬁm._._a_.a red i Ine {ia .._r.ﬁ_..__ﬂr.:h.m to —.-TW In Fm__u.ﬂ Maticoaal
Crime Bureau reports,
Domestic violence- Domestic violence 1t 15 like endemic and widespread
disease affects almost 70% of Indion women according to the women and
child development official. It is performed by the hushand, relative or other

family member.

Sexual harassment- It is the foro of sexual exploitation of u girl child at home,
streets, H_:p.__r.n. places, transports, offices, clc. by the family members, neighbors,
friends or relatives.

Infrastructure facilities: In India, the school environmenr tor girds1s not really
interesting and encouraging. The methods of teaching are mostly cutdated.
rigid and uninteresting. There are many schools with poor basic facilites sudh
as single teacher school, drinking water, latrine and roilet facilities. no good
infrastructure and no n.la_.vmﬂ..h:...n_._ teachers SR _? temale teachers ﬂw...uwﬂ.w.mm
for any parents for safety of their girl children,

Gender Inequality: It is another main challenge of women empowerment i
India. Our society gives unequal and Blased trearment between bovsand girls,

which leads to gender inequality i onr sociely
Unemployment: It is becoming maore and more difficult for wonen to find the
right job for themselves. They becamy more vulnerable o explomation and

harassment in the workplace.
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» Removal of Gend
educating people and implementat
Dlcies

- WMMF“_?. £ ducated Girls: Government should ﬁ:...._r..._wrm special MELHITES man

the emplovment of educated girls. It will encourage their girks to continue En.:

education and it also helps to change the attitude of the people toward girl
chuild It is also mecessary to encourage and ensure socio-economic participation
of wamen in local and interpational forums.

Gudance and counseling: Guidance and counseling service should be organized

in & more meaningful way to help girls in colleges and universities to opt for

suitable courses relevant to their talemts and interests.

+ Provide Facilities: Women should be allowed to work and provide enough safety
and support to work. They should be provided proper wages and work at per
with men, so that their status can be elevated in the society.

» Sanitary materials a1 school Schools need the resources for girls to manage
their menstruation and feel empowered and safe

# Hole of NGOs NGOs is required to extend their scope and tuke different
initiatives in different areas to empower the women.

# Expansion of project and research work: It will help to explore the causes,

consequences and the ways to overcome the challenges of women

empowerment. It can help the policy makers 1o make short-term and long-

_ﬁ:._.._ plans and policies 10 im prove the condition of wemen.

= SHU It is said that establishment of Self Help Group helps to mitigate the

ceonomic problem and uplift the same.

””aﬁ””ﬂ_mﬁ”ﬂﬂ“ﬂwﬂ““ ..u_.m__._.wn.:m._o:.... .f_qn_c.:;ﬂw agencies should be ipvolved ina big

; wmal education and vocational training 1o rural &
g to rural wom

and i I f o
o HMH._“_E:. sell-employiment. The velunt ary agencies should be rewarded by
government who warked fur HAPIOVINE wormern,
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r The _.E_.r tional literacy programme should be expanded speciallv

lorw temale hiteracy rate

» Women participation must be encouraged in different field such as
H..,a..:.:ﬁ._. CCOnGMmic ¢t h

» Inrural u_.mn‘...nn.:m?.m of secondary and higher education shogld be openeid fur
—m:_w and uﬁmn_w__w:n.ﬂr.:.i__ i classes should be started for soal education ameng
the adult women. :

» Hostel, scholarship facilities ete. should be provided in rural area 10 prirsue
higher cducation. _?_._Gwnta.r.ﬂ. miultiple cntry and part time education facilities
should be made available.

» Government should make especial law in order 0 compel the parents to continue
the mﬂ..-ﬂ_u.. of their gi el child at least H 5. level or graduation Jevel.

» Girls should be encouraged 1o enter professional and vocational courses
Reservation of seats for girls in such courses should be considered.

+ Non-formal education, conlinuing education, adult education. sex education.
population education, vocational education, distance education should be
included under micro and macro level planning svstematically with proper
analysis and survey.

» Expansion of schoaols, colleges and universities for girls in both urban and rural

areas with general and technical courses for women for their empowerment

» Encourage participation of women in income generating activities. Proper

implementation of schemes provided by the government should be done by
respective agencics.

The Government of India adopted a national policy tor the Empewerment of
Women in 2001. The national policy of empowerrient of women has set certamn clear-
cut goals and objectives. The policy aims at upliftment. development and empowerment
in socio-economic and political- cultural aspects, by creating awareness on Yarous
issues human rights, fundamental freedom, providing access o health care, gualin
education at all levels, career building, vocational guidance, emplovment. equal
remuneration, nccupational opportunities, health, sutety, so cial security and public life
elc. in relation to their empowerment,

Mational Education Policy has adopted certain steps for women empowerment
They are

> 33% seats are reserved for women.

> Establishment af “Women Bank” where will have the privileged toget

in all types of activities.

= To pass women reservation bill in the Lok s

politics protection and empowerment,

# Increasing in maternity leave to | 35 days inste

= Provide opportunities to poor and illiterate women Investig =

promoting seli-help group
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of educdTicin in WOmen empowerment are as follows:

ent- Receiving education make them strong enough to losk
ps them to understand oneself better, realize
omen to make decisions

Personal Empower
after oneself at any situation. it hel .
their potential and qualities, Fducation empowers w

abaut themselves, their families and their commun ities at large.
onamic empowerment of Women is one of the

Economic Empowerment: EC 7 _
ent of womens social status, It also creates

most vital conditions for the uplifim 5 !
swareness of the available opportunities and mability of labour, Empowering

women economically increases their capabilities to change society for the better.
Polincal Empowerment: It is none but education which can help women to
walk in the field of politics and make them empowerment. Education helps
them to chonse politics as a career. They can engage in public debate and make
demand on government for health care, social security, and other entitlements.
t helps them in their development process as well as in improving their status
which feads to national development. The 73% and 74* Constitutional
Amendment Acts especially provide for an opportunity for women’s entry into
political spheres,
Soclial Empowerment; Education helps women to better understanding of social
processes beyond the home in far-reaching social structure and makes her a
wise citizen with effective social action. Education helps them to overcome
social evils such ac dowry system, carly marriage, slavery, abortion .uﬁmml child
ete. Educated women know their rights and duties. They can play the most
important role in the social revalution and in the process of development of the
SGoety.
mm_..r._n E u.“n_._._ﬂmﬂd...:?k,_:” The :Zﬁg_ur_w.:—ﬂ._: of women and ..:-.n.__...__._u— :M__H:.w_.._.._._..m- ies
with eiqual e __._.._,_F.“___.—...._.ﬁM! ” c H.—:u Wanen, _._.._.r.u, u.._.E.ﬂ. b ,_.E.F;ﬁ_ﬁ._.
Take Responsibilisy- ¢ u 4 ..ﬂ nhr._:mﬁ_n— argngh educsilon. o
o Bducated women can take tremendous responsibilify,
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It also helps the women to understood ::._#:__u___rﬁ Hontng of democracy

~  Lamily Welfare: An ediicmted women play an _n.._.._.“_n.“ﬂ“_ ...HH_E..
with both health care and financial ..:,ﬁ.w:.:q i __?.,. ?.:_m_.._., mm_.u.. o
rake care of the education of their children :r:.fﬁnr_é.n, 1.-. _.__L
I he children inturn improve their capabilities and }E..nw 0 M
crjoying r..:m and Tm..__r_..___ life, . dae
#  Create Awareness: Education make women awareof their rights 2o
in the society. The educated women tried their level best Mom;.‘.u ,SM ﬁ -
the evils of certain social customs, which hindered the w-cwm“_wﬁ”iﬁr .wmu..,_.ﬁm
#  Seli-confidence: Education helps the women not ondy in .m.mmE.”.n hu“w.xﬁb =
but also enables her to earn a bving. Education helps them o w.:a q..:...-.:...mn
self-image und self-confidence which develops their ability "m_ 9._.“,“ ;,”n:rwwn
build up group-cohesion and ..._nn:..:.:.:....r_::m and action. ——
= Poverty Hedoction: When women have equal rights and access to education
they «re more likely to engage in business and economic agtivities. m....ﬁ..cdm
can open the door of job, opportunities, resources, and skills that help women
not only survive but thrive. )
Health Conscious: Education &.ﬁ._.m_...*.; women's knowledge, skills and positve
attitude on keeping good health. It also helps them 1o maintain sood health
and take preventive measures from different kinds of disease.
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Conclusion:

On the basis of above-detailed discussion and secondary data gathered from vanous
sources, it can be concluded that there is despite of above mentioning issues and
..ﬂ?.,_:nnmnu education has to play an important role in  empowering women. Education
is the cornerstone of women empawerment which could be achieved through hearty
and co-operative efforts of the government and NGOS and also ehminatiag the
traditional attitude, norms and practices through educatton and guidance Women
should provide education so that they can be able 1 make their own decuswns. they
should be able 1o differentiate between good and bad. Women can voice out themselves
0 the society against the injustice done to them. But it 1s also necessary that governament
O Indig should make proper md—-:._.m and w.t.._._.f ies nn.u“,_q—___:._._, women gmpowerment.
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Child Marriage in India: Issues
and Concerns with Special Reference
to Assam

Jadav Newar

Dipankar Dev Nath
Introduction

Any person below the age of 18 years is considered as a
child. Child marriage refers 1o the marriage of individuals below the
prescribed limit of age. Marriage is to be considered legal as per the
Indian law, when the groom’s age is 21 and above and bride’s age is
18 and above. It leads to school drop out and make the children
victim or vulnerable to a number of health issues and abuse.

Child marriage can be defined as, * Any marriage carried oul
before the age of 18 years, before she is physically and
psychologically ready to shoulder the responsibilities of marriage
and child bearing,.” (The Inter-African Committee)

Child marriage is one of the major burning problems. In our
so called patriarchal society discrimination against girls starts even
befare their birth and continue to grow in due course of time. It can
m"mﬁ._ be noted that the percentage of child marriage is higher in rural
__..ﬂ_:._. than the urban territories. Thousands of adolescent girls are at
n__n.:m_ﬁ from child marriage and the implications are not only in
their health but also in their rights to fulfill their choices.

It :mm long-lasting E._Enﬁ effects on one's physical, mental, and
emolional :nm_:? It is a global issue fueled by gender inequality,
Eu_._n:w.. mo.n_a_ norms and insecurily, It negatively influences
children’s rights 1o education, health and protection. Despite laws

2 ; .
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against it the practices remains widespread, Glabally one in every
five girls is formally married before reaching age 13. In the third
world country, that number almost doubles. 36 percent of girls are
married before age 18 (United Nations Population Fund)

i

Child marriage is a very serious problem prevalent all over
India, Child marriage is widely considered as a violation of human
rights and a form of violence against girls. It debars a child of his or
her right to education, health and specially the right to live a choice
of their own.

It is seen that despite the administration being fully aware of the
practice, the crime against innocent children continue in many of the
sates of India. Presently the government of Assam is working hard
on the issue and has been enforcing some sirict protocols against this
social illness.

Objcctives of the Study
The main objectives of this study are-

« To analyse the data of child marriage across India and
especially in Assam. . )

e  To study the causes and consequences of child marriage.

e Tosuggest same remedial measures to curb on child marriage.

Methodology

This paper is basically descriptive in pature. Here, an
altempt has been made to analyse the data of child marriage, its
causes and remedial measures to solve the problem of child
marriage.

This paper is bascd on the secondary data na__%mn.” M_..,ME
various books, research nm_...ﬂu..ma.__ﬂam. newspaper, WeosIes €.

Data on Child Marriage

The Global Scenario of Child Marriage

. ive toda
*  Globally, more than half a billion girls and women alive 10day

were married in childhood.

; d
e About 34% and 28% of young women in Sub-Seharan &t

South Asia respectively were married in childh

i tantial
*  Inthe Middle East and North Alfrica, Eﬂn_wﬂr_”mh MMMM -
progress in reducing the prevalence of chi
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over the past 25 years, but progress appears to have slowed
within the last decade

«  About 40 million girls ages 15-19 are currently married or in a
union worldwide.

e FEach year, some 12 million more girls will marry before
reaching age 18 —and of those, 4 million are under age 15.

» By 2030, it's estimated that 150 million girls will lose their
childhoods due to child marriage.

e In Latin America and the Caribbean, there has been no
significant change within last 25 years in child marriage.

= Incontrast, a girl's risk of marrying in childhood in South Asia
has declined by more than one third, from nearly 50 percent a
decade ago to 28 per cent today,

« However, the global burden of child marriage is shifting from
South Asia to Sub-Saharan Africa, where levels of child
marriage have only declined at a modest rate

«  Assumptions are made that, as a result of the pandemic, over
the next decade, up to 10 million more girls will be at risk of
becoming child brides.

India’s Child Marriage Statistics

It is estimated that there are around 24 million child brides
in India according to National Family Health Survey 40 percent of
the world’s 60 million child marriages worldwide occurred in India.
The states with highest rates of child marriage include West Bengal,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand,
.____Tﬁ Bengal has the greatest number of child marriages (42%), with
Bihar and Tripura closely behind (40% each). According to the
International Center for Research on Women, India has the
fourteenth highest rate of child marriage in the world.

Assam’s Child Marriage Statistics

A comparative study on child marriage done by National
Family Health Survey in 2015-16 and 2019-20 respectively-

Women age 20-24 | Women age 15-19 years
o~ _Years wheo were already mothers
District married before age 18}or pregnant at the time of th
years survey
NFHS- 5| NFHS-4| NFHS. s | WFHS-4
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2019-20 | 2015-16 2019-20 2015-16

Pakan u9 | 274 123 TN

Barpeta 40.1 40.1 142 162

Biswanath 253 90

Bongaigaon 41,7 415 15.4 223

Cachar 299 16.9 299 16.9

Charzideu 22.6 3.8 _

(Chirang 30,9 324 13.7 189

Darrang 428 14 16.1 16.5

Dhemaii 32.0 36.2 108 134

(Dhubri 50.8 224

Dibrugarh 23.0 26.9 43 10.6

Dima Hasao 16.5 202 54 9.1

Cinalpara 41.8 358~ 133 272

Giolaghat 20.7 213 0.5 132

Hailakandi 32.9 229 10.4 112

Haojai e 15.6

Uothat 24.9 12.9 _

Kamrup 219 31.0 15.7 g.5 ,

Kamrup (Metro) 21.9 21.7 10.1 16 _

Karbi Anglong 26.1 9.1

Karimganj 21.1 31.0 9.9 7.6 |

Kokrajhar 36.2 40.9 1.3 124

Lakhimpur 363 6.3 B2 13.1 -

Majuli 25.5 - 104 =

Marigaon 39.1 46.0 16 208 |

Magaon 42.6 15 _.

Nalbari 28.1 252 8.6 2 1

Sibsagar 219 : 128 - __

Sonitpur 24,0 z M.m - _

South Salmara 44.7 e = i
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Mancachar
Tinsukia 98 | 257 6.1 50|
U dalguri 32.0 28.6 4.7 10.8
- 6.0
Wwest Karbi Anglong| 213
Assam 3.8 30.8 11.7 13.6

Source: National Family Health Survey-5

National Family Health Survey-3 nmn._ shows an alarmingly
high percentage of child marriage .5 many .a_m:_n.a E. ,..,_”mmm.._:. The
percentage of child marriage is at its ﬁ.mmw in Dhuburi district with
50.8% girls married before legal marriage age, followed by South
Salmara- Mancachar (44.7%), Darrang (42.8%), Goalpara (41.8%)
and Barpeta (40.1%)

A 2019 report by UNICEF estimated that 33 percent of
women in Assam got married before 18 years of age. The figure is
the highest in the northeast and higher than the Indian average.

It is noteworthy that the Chief Minister of Assam Himanta
Biswa Sarma recently held a cabinet meeting. Consequent upon this
a massive drive against child marriages in the state was launched.
Presently the Gram Panchayat Secretary of each panchayat is being
appointed as the Child Marriage Prohibition Officer. The drive has

encouraged the public to lodge complaints at the nearby police
stations,

Causes of Child Marriage

The main causes which stimulate child marriage are as follows-

[
L

_“__m..nnu_ ._uE.n_._E_ illiteracy is a major cause that promotes
: uu marriage. Parents with little or no education do not
understand the consequences of early marriage on their

daughters and are unawa i e | ;
re thatitisa e bieie
human rights. violation of a child’s ba

M_ M_HM_M : ﬁﬂom: %Sﬁ_n are weak in financial condition and they
€Ir daughters as a burden. So they try to get their

da i
rcwwwﬂaq mm.a S0ns married early so that they can take off their
i and their children will be able to earn [urther.

Social In o
security: Another reason of child mareiage is feeling
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of H__mnmcq:m among parents with their unmarried girls.
Unmarried women are viewed with negative/bad intentions that
leads to crimes against them. So to be secure from ‘these
offences, assaults, teasing against unmarried girls, their parents

are in a hurry to marry their daughters soon after she attains
puberty or even before that.

Avoiling Expenditure on Female Education: Usually
families discriminate between boys and girls. In investment on
education, male children of the houses are considered as the
future assets and economic base of the houses that will work
and earn money whereas female children are considered as a
burden as they do not need to work and have 1o look after the
household chores before and afier marriage.

Gender Inmequality: Due to gender inequality in the society
many parents consider their daughters as their burden. In order
to avoid the burden of a daughter or to bring an additional
member for work by marrving his sons they marry their
daughters at an early age.

Opposition to inter-caste Marriage: Opposition to the inter-
caste marriage is another cause that encouraged child marriage.
To avoid nothing is left to attract inter —caste marriage, parents
marry their daughter and son in an early age of ignorance.

Religious Factor: It is a general belief among all uneducated
and orthodox religious people that a daughter should be married
before her menstruation.

Negative Attitude Towards Girls Education: Many parents
have a feeling that educating girls is a waste of moncy as they
will get marricd and some other family will be benefitted.
Therefore, they prefer to educate their boys, who are supposed
to take care of the parents in old age.

Lack of Facilities; Inadequate infrastructure in school, lack of
transport facilities pose as a threat to a girls safety while
travelling to school is another factor which keeps the girls out
of school, leading to child marriage.

Traditions and Norms; It is found that there is widespread
awareness of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and
the illegality of child marriage, individually people feel that the

.ﬁmgﬂ.ﬂ.?.zh_...._.:.n. the .w.__.m.u:_m_\.h......n_:ﬂn Q...‘_.n,u..b..q_hq .H__.._“___HH _‘»....h.w.__._.hn._._h. 211
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traditions, Customs and norms arg stronger than the the law and

I .

ituli SES.

the institutions and rarely report ca |
Generally in rural areas parents think that

rty belongs 10 their sons and if they

ly age then they will be out of

+  Ancestral Property:
all their ancestral prope
marry their danghters at an ear
the share.

> Dowry: The practice of dowry is E.En:__ prevalent in .__.amﬁ the
bride’s family pays the groom in cash and/or gifts upon
marriage. The older the daughter becomes, the fewer her
suitors, and so her parents have to pay more 1o get a match,
Families, therefore, prefer to have the daughiters married at a
young age so as to reduce the cost of dowry.

Inadequate Implementation of Laws: Laws prohibiting child
marriage have not been implemented effectively. The
enforcement of the PCMA 2006 is weak in India, An adequate
budget has not been allocated to implementing the act by states,
and this has led to overburdened child marriage prohibition
officers. some of whom do not even know what their roles and
responsibilities are,

%'

»  Low Status of Women: It was recognized that a women should
always remain under control. Before marriage father is her
guardian, after marriage husband is her guardian and in old age
her son or any other male member of the family is her guardian.

Consequences of Child Marriage

_ The major consequences of child marriage, particularly to
the girls are as follows:

] M_H_h_ marriage ends childhood. It negatively influences
tidren’s right 1o education, health and protection.

As the girl is forced to dro
Job and limited decision

¥ Girls marri =
_Emwea_."ﬂ““ M_m.aﬂmw nusﬂ lence sexual violence by her
abuse and e d
other sexually transmiyjed diseases, i ta NG MBS
5 mm_w_m who are married off el
during pregancy, This js on

%

p out of school, they have a low paid
making power.

¥ in lifc have higher risks of dying
- e of the greatest cause of mortality

Reconstrycy;
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among girls between 15-19 years of age.

Child mzmimma usually leads to an early pregnancy which
results in many health complications.

They have less ability to make decisions about their nutrition,
health care and household management.

Child marriage also leads to population growth as well as
poverty in society as they are unable make family planning.

Studies show a direct correlation between the prevalence of
child marriage and poor health indicators, frequently as a result
of early childbearing, which raises maternal mortality and
morbidity rates,

Domestic violence and abuse can cause post-traumatic stress
disorder and depression, which have an impact on menial
health.

Child marriage leads to violation of human rights and dignity.

Remedial Measures to Curb on Child Marriage

Following remedial measures can be taken to remove Child

Marriage- :

P

v

‘f
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Education plays an important role in keeping girls safc from
child marriage. Education ensures girls acquire the skills and
knowledge to find employment and a means to support their
families.

Educating parents also helps to prevent child marriage from the
society by knowing the harmful effect of child marriage.
Educating and mobilizing the religious leaders and community
elders is the key to change the attitude of a community on child
marriage.

Changing the gender biased attitudes of parents and socicty by
imparting part time education, correspondence education,
distance learning etc.
Develop positive attitu
remove child marriage.
Provide good infrastructure facilities like bus, hostel, separate
toilet with all Facilitics ete in schools, so that parents send their

child without any hesitation.

de towards girls education leads to
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stems to keep girls in school, Provide

ng support 8Y
»  Developstrong supp nd encourage teachers and parents to

scholarships, hostels ctc.

support girls. . i
maﬁm;m_, and establish community networks and partnerships

involving girls clubs, teachers, clders, local government
officials, women and youth groups, community and religious
leaders, etc. that jointly work towards ending n_._ ild marriage.
Introducing new  schemes, _Nu:nmnm and incentives for
promotion of child and women _.”._n.m. .

Strengthen the role of the .._E._._n:.._ syslem _un:_n:_w_..mm the
police, judges, panchayat’s president n_n,.____.n.:m__ training on
enforcement of the law against early marriage.

Some Measures that have been Taken up by the Government to
Mitigate the Problem

The Prohibition of Child Marriage Aet, 2006.

Right to Education Act, 2009

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012

'

'

nr

L

3

»  DBeti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme:

= Child line (1098): It is 2 24X7 telephone emergency outreach
service for children in crisis, which responds to calls for any
form of assistance which a child requires, including for
prevention of child marriages. eic.

Conclusion

Child Marriage is considered as one of the major social
problem of India. Despite the country's efforts to curb the practice
s :u:.s_.___ consequences of child marriage, including drop out
u_..ﬂ_:_unc? domestic violence, many health issues etc. are still
HM.&HM:“M&EE. these challenges India as well as Assam has
but gh.uﬁnnaw“.d_ﬂamn:_ laws and policies to prevent child marriage,
collective affns, u__..nﬁﬁmsm a m_wa_mﬁ__:.. challenge. It requires
elMective impl 1€ governmenl, society, and communities (o

plementation and awareness of these laws and policies.
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